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S1R, 

Am extream ſorry, thar my. il! health; hath.. 
'- ſolong hindered me from Anſwering thoſe, 
Lerrers,in which you ſo carneſtly defired to, 
know of me, what their Highneſfes thoughts 

2c, concerning the 'Repeal of the Penal Laws, and. 
more particularly of that concerning the Tet; I 


G F*s 


Thoughts RETPOTE the Repeal of he T EST, 
and theP ENAL LAVYS, +» 


> 0) 
a * & 


And their rom are very. ready, in caig His . 
Majeſty ſhall think fit to defire is, to ES | 
wallingoels to cencur in their-ferling,and confirms 
1g-this Liberty,and as;faras ar 1162.47 them hey 
will 'protet and defend-1t,; and; accoring to the - 
Language of Treaties , They will confixmit with 


beg you to aflure your ſelf , thar I will deal very * their Guaranty , of which: you made , mention in- 


plairly with you in this matrer,, ard withour Re-. 
ſerve, ſjnce you ſay that your Letters were wrir by 
the King's knowledge avd allowance, I:muſt then 
firſt of all afſure you very poſitively, that their. 
H'ghneſſes'have often declared, as They did it more: 
rejiculatly ro the' Marquis of: Atbevilte , His Ma- 
jefties Envy Extraordinary to the States, thar it 
1s their Opinion, Thet 19 Chrifitan ought to be perſc= 


d becauſe he differ s 


cated for his Conſcience, © 0#- be ill uſe 


from the prtblich and eliablifhed Religion : And there-.. 


fore, They can conſent, that the Papiſt's in England, 


Seor/and and Ireland be ſuffered to: cenrinue in . 
their Religim, wikh es much Liberty as is allowed | 


them by the Srates in theſe Provinces; 18 whici it 
catmor be denied, *thar they enjoy a fult Ziberry 
of Conſcience, And as for the Dif/znrters , Thew 
Highneſſ:s do not only conſexs., bur. do heartily: ap» 

rove of their having an entire L1berty, tor rhe full 


xerciſe of their Religion, without any trouble or”. 


Jhindrance 3 ſo that no:1e may be able to give them 
the left deſturbance upon that accounr, 


yours. *) 3. aces 6, 
Andi! His Majeſty ihall think fi further yode 
fire their-concurrence :1.the; Repealing of the Pe- 
nel Laws, They are. ready;to give it 3 Provided al- 
Ways the? theſe Laws remain fill in thear ful Ugour 
hy whech the R, Catholicks ave ſhut out of both Houſes 
of. Parliament, and out of ail publich, Emplazinents , 
Eccleſtaflical , Ciril -and- Military ; as, likewiſe all 
thoſe other Laws , which confirm, the: Progeſtane 
- Religion , «nd which fecures it apaznſt all the a«- 
xempis'of: the: Roman, Catholichs. |» -7 
Bur Their Highneſles cannorſagree tothe Repcal 
: of rhe Joſt, or *. thoſe ogher Penal Laws laſt meu- 
rjoned, th at rend ta, rhe ſecurity of the Proceſtanc 
Religion ; fince the R. Carbolicks receive no c- 
ther prejudice from thoſe, than rhe being exciud- 
ed from parliaments, or from publick Employ- 
ments. Ard that by item rhe Protgliqnt Religion 
1s covered from all che Deſigns of the Catborchs 
againſt it, or againſt rhe publick ſafety ; And ne1- 
ther the Teſt nor rhete other Laws cat be ſaid ro 


/ 
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them any ſeverity againſt che Roman & 
; u rn fry th. Conſcicnces : They 
are only genie menetobedic 
of Parliament, or to beicapable of | 
by whicltthey muſt deelape before God and Men, 
ac they are-for th&Proteſtant R So that 
indced, jall his amounts ro.no more than a ſecur-_ 
ing the Proteſtant Ri man Proj 
ir may reteive from the R. Catholics, 
Their Hig have thought and do ſtill think, 
thar more than this ought nor to be askr, or ex- 
petted from Them : fince by this means, the/R9- 
man Catholicks and their Poſterity will be» for ever 
ſecured fromalltrouble intheir perions or eftates, 
or in the Exerciſe of cheir Religion ; and chat the 
Roman Catholicks ought to be ſatisfied pr gh res 
mnd mot ro-giſqarer the Kingdom becqaſe,-they 
&innot be rdmitted to fitrdin Parliament, or to. be 
10 Employments ;-or becaufe rhoſe Laws;in which 
the ſecurity of the Preteſtant Religion does chietly 
confiſt, are not Repealed, by,avhigh ch y 
put in a condirign ta ayerturn it. 2, 
Theif Highdþ(ſes db alſo believe ,/thar 
ſenters will fully ſacigked whenthey 
evcr covered from all danger of being 
or puniſhed for che free Exerciſe of their R-ligjan, 
upenavy ſor: of pretence Fharſbever, © ©; / 


in 
chokcks 


Their Hizhneſſe& having, declared cheryrelyes lo e 
plajnco | 


poſiively intheſe er5'ir ſeems v 
me, that They are far from being any hindrance 
to the Freeing the Diſſenters from the Severiry of 
the Penal Laws ; ſince they are ready to uſe their 
utm>ſt endeavours for the Eſtabliſhing of it ; nor 
do they ar allipreſs che denying to the Roman Ca- 
peg r1& excrcIſe of 'xheir Religion 4 
bs 


- Oftentation, As for ty own parts 1 cver. was 
_- andſtill amr very much againſt al! tho 


re any Chriſtian becauſe he differs from the 


| Publickand Eftabliſhed Religion : And | hope by 


the Grace of God to continue ſtill ju the- ſame 
mind; for ſince that Bight, with which Religion 


' 4#minates ove mind, 15 according to my denſe 


of * things, © purely. an efſe& of. the Merey of 
God to us, we ought then,as I think;rto+ render to 
God all poſſible Thanks for his Goodneſs to us -: 
nd to have Pity f-r thoſe who. are ſtil ſhut up in 


- Error, even as God has pitied us, and putup moſt 


-- earneſt Prayers to God, for 
' way of Fruth; who ftray from ir,. and to uſe all 


- 
a 


thoſe into the 
enrtle i |; " for reducing then 
gentle and friendly merhods pedo ye g chem 


": 0" R.- 


\ BurTconfefs , Feedtdinever compichent> how 
any that proteſs themſelves Chriſtians , 'and thar 
may enjoy cheir-Religion-freely.and-without any 
«T/turbance,; canjudpeEt lawful for-rhem to go a- 
our to deſtnyb the Quiet.of any Kingdom ate; 


4 
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k gre Laws in which che Security 
begring Office ; 


Prejudices chat. 


:the Repealing the Penal Laws, bur only thiy, thac 
ovided-. reg 
modeſtly , and - withour: Pomp or - | 

' and that by con.equence; all thoſe, ſhould be” Re- 


ſe,who-would - 


| . ſatisfie-.. che 
r6 o7errurn Conſtrurions , that fo chey then». qui 
8 " felyes may be admitred to Employment, and 


). 
the Eſtabliſhed Religion conſiſts , 
I is plain, that th@KRoformed Religion is by the 
Grace 0 God and by the Laws of the Land, cn- 


aed by both King and Parliament , che publick 
and eſtabliſhed Religion both ig England Scitland 


pd lze{qpe'; and Hock is providedby thoſe Laws 
oe none can be 


itted either toa place in 


Paryarmen t, ar ro a0Y publick, Employment excepr- 
thoſe chat do openly ay! they are Of the 


Proteſtznt Religion, and nor Roman Cacholicks ; 
and ir.js alſo,provided by thoſe Lays , that the 
Proteſtant Reljgion hall be in all cime coming ſe- 
cured from the Deſigns of rhe Roman Carhvlicks 
againſt.iv;\in all which Ido nor fee, theſe Laws 
contain apy, Severity ,..cither agaioſt che Perſons 
; ox Eftares pf thoſe who cdnnor cake” thoſe "= L 
chat are'eontrary.t6 the Roman Catholick Religt- 
($2; all the inconvenience that can redound to 


1 r 
take theſe Teſts : and they are nor ſuffered ro do 
Py Frag har isro the prejudice of the , Reforthed 
[ "Pp : I 


Sing , as I have already-old you, Their High- 
afes ready to cohcur wich His Majeſty for the 
Repeal of tioſe Penal Laws , by which men are 
made [table co fines or other Puniſhments, 

So 1 fee there Remains no difficulty concerning 


s 


ſome would have. the Raman. Cc atb:licks er'd 
capailic of. 'all; publick Truſts ,and. Employmears, 


pcaied that have tecured the Proteſtant Religion 
againſt; che deſigns; of - che Roman Catholicks , 


: where others ar the ſame rime arc not lefs carncſt 


to have thoſe Laws maintained in their full vigor 3 
and chink, that the chief Security of rhe eſtabliſh- 
cd Religion conGbifts in the preſerving of them Sa- 
cred ang upſhaken. - - | * | 


It is ccrtain; that there js no Kingdom ,, Com- 
m2nwealrh, or any cooſticuted Body or Aifſembly 
whatſoever, in which there are nor Laws made 
far the. Sate:y thereof; and that provide againſt 
all Anemprts... Wharſoever ,- thac,, diſtutb,, cheir 

-Pedce:, .and-.thac_, preſcribe..che Conditions ;and 
Qnallities. #har they judge. nec« fiary forall that 


ſhall bear EmploJmicnts 1m. that, Kingdom, Srate _ 


or Corporation : nd: no. Man can pretend , 
that there 1s any Injury done him, that he1s 
addmitred ro Employments when. he deth., not 

CGagdirions and , Qualities. re- 
quired. | : C ' 
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e_great Jr,conve ni 
the Refmed Rein, anc ofthe Raman Gerhlicke | bing xs om och tm oh oh he Pele and 
| towards dhe atorther:tthe Roman Cabolicks por being their Eſtares «yer if the Reſtraints of the 7aw were 
ſatisfietl ro exclude” the” Reformed\from ;al} places none off, you would'ſee them brrvght into 
of profit or of 'Truſt, they do abſo ſuppreſs the Government, and the Chief Offices and Plices 
rhe whole Exerciſe- of uhat Religiva and ſeverely of Trafd yawag. bs. pur” tir 'their hands ;' Gor-will 
 perfecure all thar -profels ivz, and-this 'they ;d9/in ir be caſie to His Majftf to refilt them it this, 
all thoſe places "where iris ſafe. and withour dat ; | ſoever the may be ; for"they will cerrgin- © 
ger, to carfy on 'tharrigour,. And am char ly preſs him hard in jt,and they will repreſent this 
we have at this preſent ſo many*+ deplorable fn- | toche Kingas a matter in which his Contclencs will - 
| ſtances of his ſeverity before 'ourreyes, that is az be concerned ; and when they are poſſeſſed of the 
the ſame time piſt in pratice in fo-many different Ny wh will be left for the Prote £0 
places,” 2. fs» 2/17 tt x 58960 725 197 to.do, will find. no more the ſux the 
-'f wauld therefore ' gladly ſee one fingle good- Law, can cape®. nee Encouragement ffbm © 
: reafon to more a Proteftatit>xhar fears God, and -fuch Magiſtrates? and ofi the other hand; the Ad- 
p that is \coticerned 'for' hi#"Reſvgion,-to conſent to -yancages that the Raman Carbolicks would find in 
| 
as well as the expeariance of 
preſent as well as the paſt, ſhews,cthar 
nay er np Bird wn Os 
ry day, Eli WhEN, tex WF mixed together? 
dangerous to rhe Reformed Religion, e and pablics. Elmployments, ro hye to 
fo « ear preju 5 i fine&Mm-all-places, thoſe : \ Wt LY Ay "Gr [00 


vour that Religio-of which they are,either-more or. - Ways jealous, of one angther: For the Principle 
. leſt. And who would go abourto-perim ade me or = the Maxiams of both Re/;gions are ſo"oppſite 


harſqeves, re Suſpirions 
or to conſept ts things fo hurtful; bork-to :theRe--- iii hich will-be apt to ariſcupoy all 
formey Relizjon and "ge the publickSaftey. ncrican Qccalions., _— P | VP | 
3 


you apprehend, Thar no prejudice will cby re- As for that whichyou a rehen d that, the Diſ- 
o dow c0 rhe Reformed Religion: ſenters ſhall oo be dere th Pre. Laws 
" 1 L.know it i5 cort uſt them, ubleſt ar the” me 
or + ikeviiae cepealed: $ will: | _ 


\__of che Rig COMO Er 
* ery heonGlc te har 
lyot a very. Oey: | 
*; : pL FA this, rhe” caſe i&-quir diffcrerit in; rather be conens; chat they .and their P.Nericy 


{na 
 thar if their numbers are ſmall-thiew-iv/isnorirea+ Lap and expoſed to the hatered of the. whole 
| ſonablethar the publick Peace ſhould be diſturb- Nation, than be ſtill reſtraiped fram a Na ty of 
k ed on the.account of {o few perſons, elpecially artempting any thing againſt the Peace andthe + 
whenſo great a favour may be offered r@.chem; Securiry of the Proteftaht Religion, And: be de- 
ſuch as the free Exerciſe of their Rel; would prived of that ſmall advantage (if 'ic isar all to be 
be 2and if their numberz are gredſer, then there reckoned one_) of having a ſhare in the Govrn= 
Ao much the, more reaſon to be affraid of them; ment and  publick Employments ; fince in all 
do inlce betfeverthar Roman Catholicks as things Flaces of the World this has been'always the Pri- , 
ar preſcn ſtand, will not be very defirous ro be 18 vilidge of the R<Jigion that iseftabliſhed by Law; 
 Publick Offices and imployments, nor that they and indeed , "theis pArrewpts.of\/ithe Roman 
vill make any artempts upon the Refarmed Re» Catholicks ought ro be ſo much The more ſuſpeR- 
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Ks cy Romy rholicks. even when li-' * Tam very Certain of this, of which / could 
able ro, che Severity of, penal” Laws, do yer en-' 'give very good proofs,chat rhereis noching which 
1; deavor to perfirade His ; Hyefty, 'ro make the Pro-- | Their Highneſſes defire fo much , as chat His Maj- 
Se Mirror they: il, on ors MAE tac" elty tmay-Kelgn-happity's and in up) jntire Gop- - 
. Security, which ;chey have for. Religion ; and (- fidence with His Subje8s ; and- charfilh Subjc 
_. toclear a way for! po the Roman Carolicks--: being perſwadetl of His Majeſhies,;Fatherly aftech - 

dre 


ty» wi} -33- vV92t 


_. Government, ,and to Ky Ea in "on to them 5'may be ready-eo,make.him all che 
Which caſe there w main'no refief for them” returns of Duty thar are1n..thejr Power : Byc 
© bur whar were tobe expected from a-Romaen C3-- Their Highneſſes are convinced in; their Conſcien- 
t10:ick Govermienr / ces , thar both the Proteſtant Religion and che 

. 1, Such then will be very unjuſt ro Their, High - - Safery of the Nation, would be expoſe co maſt 
neſſer, . who ſhall blame-chem for any Inconveni- certain Dangers, if cither the 7eſt, or thoſe gther 
ency. that may ariſe from thence z fince they have-- "Penal Laws;-of which I have made frequent mct- 

. d=clarrd rhemſelves {o freely on this Sabjet, and | tion, ſhould be - Repealed ; Therefore they cannot 
\_ thar ſo much to rhe advanrage even of-rhe Ro- © confent to this , nor concur with bis Maeſty's Will ; 

'. man Catholicks. And fince the Settlement of -'for rhey believe, they ſhontd bave. much to Anſwer for 

matccers. Nicks, at this' ſingle point 5 that Their, to God, if the Conſideratian of any preſent advantages 

Highneſſes caanor be brought .to conſent ro things © ſhould carry them to conſent and concur in things which 

that are ſo contrary ts Laws alretdy 19 being, and they believe would be, net-: only, dangerous but miſ- 

"2, _ thatare ſo dan erous and 1ſq-hurefut. co the Pro-- ichievans fo the Proteflans. Religion.; . . , 

" reſtant Religion; as the admicrifig'of/ Roman Ca----": 1. .4.. 9» £17 on | 

cholicks ro a ſhire in rhe Government; and-co” | Their 'Highheſſes-have ever pay'd a.moſt_pro- 

places of Truſt, and th: Repzaling of.choſe Z1ws, - found Dury-ro His Majeſty which they will al- 

- that, can have no other cffeX'bi&rHieSteuring of ways continue todo 3 for they conſider them- 

the Proceſtagr Reſigider Fram all the: Axfemprs ſelves bound.to it, borh by the Laws of God, and 

©..of the Rajnan Catffolicks ag ooaſt it! whulgt be. * - of Narure : Burfince che maner that is now in 
1 You. write, T73r LA frets in theſe | hand, relates nor to the m of pew CawsJbur 

| Previaget are not (hi nd" wo the toral mg. : q 


places of Truſt ; But in thif you are 


from all Employmenrs eicher of rhe- Policy - or have ſo juſt an averſion, as being a thing rhat 15 
Fuſtice of our Country. tis rrac,*-$ donor commary to the Laws and Cuſtoms of all Chtiſtian 
owe atiy expreſs baw”,' that (hers chem out-- Srates, whether Proceſtanrs er Papiſts , who re- 
| MI ES loyments ;” that had indeed becn -\ ceive none-co 2 ſhare 1n the Government, of ro 
hard, ſince in the firft Formation of @ur Stare © publick Epic bur tlioſe who profeſs the - 
they joyned with us in defending -&F publick publick and eſtabliſhed Religion , and 'rhar take + 
- Libercy ,-anJ did us eminegr fervice during the care coſeccure it againſt all Artempts _ wharſge- 
. Wars, therefore. they were not ſhut our” from ver, | 


|, to which they 


. . thoſe, Milicary E'npJofments; for che pick : ig 
. -. Safety was uotway enJangerd by this,bdth becauſe” -.;T do norithink if pecelſary to demntrar=' to. 
k r nambHers rharfervel- in our” Fraps were. ir_Highneſſ-t are devored to 
. *pot great and becaufe' rhe Stuces - eefily; which they hare yen ſach real 
and all y 


prevent any Inconvenicace thit might ariſt'out | bey "ones; and 
of that 3 Which"rould nor hare beer dane {© ca»: they are Reſolved ftill ro continue in the ſame 
Me ; fily, if rhe Roman, Catholicks had been admicred Dury and Aﬀettion ; of rather ro Encrexſe it , if 
#4 ra_a ſhare in the Goverdmenr, and la Policy thats poſlible, _ v2. - 
- od "2 9 * p 


. "or Juſtice of 'our Stare, © * 1 = - —_— ETEFTES 
ens: + 5 Wea <1 12 
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